
Saturday & Sunday
MAY 18 & 19, 2024

E. 27th St. & Payne Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44114

Free Admission
Free Parking
No Pets

11AM - 7PM

A s i a n  C u i s i n e  •  A s i a n  P o p  D a n c e  C o m p e t i t i o n  •  
C u l t u r a l  P e r f o r m a n c e s  •  M a r t i a l  A r t s  •  T r i v i a  C h a l l e n g e

W o r l d  M a r k e t p l a c e  •  H e a l t h  S c r e e n i n g s  ( i n s i d e  A s i a  P l a z a )

clevelandasianfestival.org

CLEVELAND
ASIAN
FESTIVAL

#Caf2024CLE

Follow us:
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Cleveland Asian Festival
2999 Payne Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44114  216.539.4634  www.clevelandasianfestival.org

Cleveland Asian Festival
Strengthening the identity and Supporting Economic Growth of AsiaTown

Educating and promoting Asian culture and traditions  -  Celebrating Asian Heritage Month

AsiatTown @ Payne Avenue & E.27th  Street
May 18-19, 2024 / 11am – 7pm, No Pets / Free Parking at CSU lots

Sleepy Hollow Golf Course

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

Bedford Reservation

Download the mobile app at clevelandmetroparks.com/app

North Chagrin Reservation

Your Time 
Your Place

C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P A R K S

Explore over 325 Miles of Trails

Discover the Nationally Acclaimed Zoo

Choose from 5,000 Free Programs

Play 9 Scenic Golf Courses

We are excited to come together for another weekend in AsiaTown to 
enjoy the Cleveland Asian Festival! Our hope is that the Cleveland 
Asian Festival introduces Northeast Ohio to the diverse Asian cultures 
and helps foster a kinder community. Through education, we foster an 
environment where there is no place for hate, violence, harassment, 
discrimination, shunning or bullying against Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders and other communities of color. The Asian community 
in Cleveland is grateful for your support and friendship.

Creating CAF has been a truly rewarding experience that has united 
the Asian community and provided us with a vehicle to collectively 
voice our opinions. We are proud of the Asian community’s growing 
engagement and will continue to look after the interests of AsiaTown 
and its people and to work collaboratively with all interested parties to 
create a brighter Cleveland future.
 
Enjoy the sounds and sights of the Asian performers, the aroma and 
sampling of Asian cuisine and the world marketplace booths. Most im-
portantly learn about, talk with and engage the Asian community and 
its people, not just this weekend, but year-round.
 
 
Finally, a heartfelt thank you to our wonderful sponsors, vendors, per-
formers, volunteers, and supporters who have helped make this event 
possible. We could not have done this without you.
 
 Enjoy the 2024 Cleveland Asian Festival!
 
 CAF Executive Committee
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• Strengthening the identity of AsiaTown and supporting its economic growth
• Educating and promoting Asian culture and traditions

• Celebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and Cleveland’s Diversity
• Uniting Cleveland’s Asian Community

Cover Design by Dorothy Ly,  with photos taken by volunteers at previous Cleveland Asian Festivals

About 2024 Cleveland Asian Festival
Welcome to the Fifteenth Annual Cleveland Asian Festival! The 
Cleveland Asian Festival fosters economic growth in the AsiaTown 
neighborhood while highlighting Cleveland’s diverse Asian culture 
and celebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. 

Cleveland Asian Festival is a landmark undertaking that strives to 
unite the community through recognition of its culture, diversity, and 
people. The festival is a collaborative community organized event 
with participation from many ethnic groups including: Chinese, 
Taiwanese, Korean, Japanese, Filipino, Indian, Vietnamese, Laotians, 
Indonesian, Malaysian, Thai, and others. In addition, committed 
organizations such as the OCA Greater Cleveland, Friendship 
Foundation of America, Federation of India Community Association, 
Vietnamese Community of Greater Cleveland, MotivAsians for 
Cleveland, Asian Services in Action, Cleveland Contemporary 
Chinese Culture Association,  Cleveland Chinese Women 
Association, Midtown Cleveland, Korean American Association, 
Japanese Americans Citizens League, Cleveland Chinese Benevolent 
Association, Filipino Association, St. Clair Superior Development 
Corp., Asia Plaza Inc., and AsiaTown Neighborhood Merchant 
organizations have enthusiastically committed to this festival.

The Festival features food and merchandise vendors, local and 
national performing artists, activities, games, Asian Pop Dance 
Competition, Trivia and a health pavilion that focuses on diseases 
and medical conditions that affect Asian Americans. The festival is 
the first to bring recognition and economic growth to the AsiaTown 
neighborhood by introducing this ethnic neighborhood to tens of 
thousands of Clevelanders each year.

15th Annual Cleveland Asian Festival
5
7
9
11
12
15
16-17
18-25
26
27
30
31
32-33
34-35
36-37
37
39
41
42-43
44-45
48-49
50-52 

Welcome - Governor Mike DeWine
Welcome – Cleveland Mayor Justin M. Bibb
Welcome from the Cleveland Asian Festival Executive Committee
About the Cleveland Asian Festival
Proclamations & Letter of Recognition
Committees Members
Sponsors
Proclamations & Letter of Recognition
2024 Volunteers
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Volunteers
Special Guest Emcees
Asian Pop Cover Dance Competition
Festival Map
Performance Schedule
Exhibitors Listing
Health Pavilion
CAF Trivia
AsiaTown Visitors’ Guide 
AsiaTown Directory
AsiaTown Walking Tour
Fun Facts: Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month
Origins of Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month

The Cleveland Asian Festival (CAF) is the fastest growing festival in Ohio!
• 10,000 people attended the 1st Annual CAF in 2010 (one day)
• 31,060 people attended in 2011
• 42,240 people attended in 2012
• 38,380 people attended in 2013
• 38,000 people attended in 2014
• 45,000 people attended in 2015
• 48,800 people attended in 2016, over $2 million spent
• 38,000 people attended in 2017
• 32,000 people attended in 2018
• 42,000 people attended in 2019
• 2020 was cancelled due to Covid-19
• 2021 was virtual
• 30,000+ people attended in 2022 
• 40,000+ people attended in 2023

o 95% were very satisfied with the overall experience
o 96% vendors of all kind had generated high sales volume
o 95% would visit AsiaTown in the near future, 1% increase
o 94% believed the festival would benefit Cleveland



 

                               
 

Senator JD Vance 
State of Ohio 

 

Does hereby recognize the 
 

CLEVELAND ASIAN FESTIVAL 
 

I am proud to recognize the 15th annual Cleveland Asian Festival. With tens 
of thousands of attendees each year, this event has become a highlight for residents 
and visitors throughout Northeast Ohio.  

 
Since its inception, the Cleveland Asian Festival has continued to grow and 

thrive thanks to the enthusiastic participation of people from all walks of life and 
backgrounds, and I extend my deepest gratitude to all those who have supported the 
Cleveland Asian Festival over the years for your hard work and commitment to its 
success.  

 
Best wishes for another enjoyable Cleveland Asian Festival.  

 
 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand on this eighteenth day of May in 
the year two thousand and twenty-four. 
 
 

 
 
 

___________________________________ 
JD Vance 

United States Senator

 
 



15

Cleveland Asian Festival Committees

Executive Committee

Vi Huynh

Deborah Yue

Michael Mendoza

Wayne Wong

Oanh Loi-Powell

Karis Tzeng

Gabriel Kramer

Co-Producers

Lisa Wong 

Johnny K. Wu

Finance & Compliance 
Committee

Vi Huynh
Debbie Yue
Oanh Loi-Powell

Mike Mendoza

Johnny K. Wu

Lisa Wong

Safety & Logistic 
Committee

Ed Hom
Steve Hom

George Kwan
Johnny K. Wu

Lisa Wong

Health Pavilion 
Committee

Michael Mendoza
Sibley Strader

Lisa Wong

Marketing / Media 
Committee

Johnny K. Wu

Lisa Wong

Dan Hanson

Karis Tzeng 

Brandon Ngo

Nick Muhlbach

Loresa Novy

Martin Carlton

Vendor Committee

Lisa Wong

Minh Dang

Naomi Jia

Ivan Ho

Katherine Szeto

Mona Alag

Suzie Horejs

Performance Committee

Wayne Wong

Oanh Loi-Powell

Raymond Bondad

Alex Wong

Gabriel Kramer

Tim Goodwin

Lauren Puljic

A-Pop Sub-Committee

Raymond Bondad

Judges

Sherron Gurepko

Krisha Castro

Lara Zavatchen

Javae Brown

Margaret Li

Trivia Competition Committee
Oanh Loi-Powell
Gabriel Kramer

Dorjan Scott

Michael Powell

Vera Boggs

Myah Tang

Eddie Tang

David Huang

Volunteer Committee

Mike Gibbons (co-chair)
Brandon Ngo (co-chair)
Ann Solis-Schamp

Martin King

Jahaim Bryant

Shelia Taylor

Kitty Williams

Joyce Ng

Jamie McGuire

Green Team Sub-Committee

Joyce Ng
Jamie McGuire
Dorjan Scott

Lisa Wong

Johnny K. Wu

Food Award Sub-Committee
Gabriel Kramer
Christina Ng

Marvin Chan

Emily Peng

Andy Ng

Jennifer Luu



Presenting Sponsors:

Please thank our sponsors & donors for their support!

Distinguished Sponsor:

Please thank our sponsors & donors for their support!

Partner Sponsors:

Sponsors:

Media Sponsors:

Associate Sponsors:
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May 18-19, 2024 
 
 
Dear Friends:  
 
Congratulations as you celebrate the 15th annual Cleveland Asian Festival. 
 
For fifteen years, this festival has brought a taste of Asia to Northeast Ohio, reminding us all 
how Asian-American culture enriches our state and our country.  
 
This annual celebration strengthens the bonds of community, supports economic growth and 
service programs, and allows those in the Cleveland area to experience the richness of Asian 
culture. 
 
Again, congratulations on celebrating another successful event. I wish you all the best in the 
years to come. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown 
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WHEREAS:  The Cleveland Asian Festival will be held on Saturday, May 18 and
Sunday, May 19, 2024 in Asia Town, Cleveland, Ohio; and

WHEREAS: The Cleveland Asian Festival is proudly celebrating 15 years after
originating in 2010 by volunteer community founders to celebrate Asian culture and
Asian Pacific American Heritage by uniting Northeast Ohio’s Asian American
Community; and 

WHEREAS: The Cleveland Asian Festival continues to strengthen the identity of
Asia Town by supporting its economic growth, educating and promoting Asian
culture and traditions, including celebrating Cleveland’s diversity while recognizing
the Asian Pacific American Heritage Month of May; and 

WHEREAS: The annual festival kicks off summer with free admission and shuttle
bus rides to and from the festival. It hosts live entertainment that includes martial
arts demonstrations, cultural performances, a world market of over 100 vendors and
exhibitors, over 25 local restaurants offering authentic Asian cuisines, health
screenings at the pavilion, free activities, and games, including Asian Pop Dance
Competition; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Matthew A. Burke, Mayor of the City of Garfield Heights,
do hereby proclaim Saturday, May 18, 2024 and Sunday, May 19, 2024 as a two day
celebration of the 15th Annual CLEVELAND ASIAN FESTIVAL throughout the
City of Garfield Heights and encourage the community to experience the Asian
traditions and culture by attending this festival.  

           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal
of the City of Garfield Heights to be affixed this 31st day of March, in the Year of
Our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Four.   
                                                                                

                                                          ____________________________
                                               Matthew A. Burke, Mayor

                                                     City of Garfield Heights, Ohio

Office of the Mayor

Proclamation  

City
 o

f G

arfield H
eights

2999 Payne Avenue, Cleveland OH
liwahrestaurant.com

216-696-6556

Li Wah combines a contemporary atmosphere 
with traditional Chinese design to create a unique 

place to relax and savor your meal. 

Our menu serves fresh seafood, noodles, 
daily Dim Sum and authentic Chinese cuisine.

Catering & Gift Certificates Available

Come visit us inside of Asia Plaza

Restaurant
Li Wah 

2999 Payne Avenue, Cleveland OH
asiaplazacleveland.com

Established in 1988, Asia Plaza is at the the heart of Cleveland’s Chinatown.

 Home to 20 tenants providing a variety of products and services to 
the Asian community.

Retail space available 

ASIA PLAZA
亞 洲 商 場



22

ASIAN FESTIVALASIAN FESTIVAL

Cleveland’s Public Utilities are committed 
to providing our customers with reliable 
and affordable utility services to help make 
the City of Cleveland a great place to live, 
work and raise a family.

ClevelandWater.com       |       CPP.org       |      ClevelandWPC.com



WWW.ASIATOWNCLEVELAND.ORG

@asiatowncleveland          @asiatowncle

Proud to welcome the Cleveland Asian Festival 
and guests to the neighborhood for 15 years

CAF advertisement.indd   3CAF advertisement.indd   3 2/22/2024   3:08:27 PM2/22/2024   3:08:27 PM
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Recognitions

2024 Festival Volunteers:
Alaina Bartel
Amber Gillon
Angel Davis
Ashley Flowers
Austin Siegel
Barbara McQueen
Barbie Siegel
Benita Batulewick
Chandra Jackson
Christopher Jarox
Clint Pereira
D Sihek
David Schmenk
Dennis Glazer
Diane Billa
Diane Schmenk
Donna Walton
Gene Mark
George Burke
Glenda Yee
Gwendolyn Jenkins
Hannah Xu
Huan (Ruby) Eng
James Hazly

as of 4/19/2024

Cleveland Asian Festival
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Volunteers:

Special thanks to Asia Plaza, Li Wah, Ed Hom, Kwan Lion Dance, OCA Greater Cleveland 
Dragon Dance team, Cleveland Glory Drum Team, Cleveland Phoenix Club, and the following 

volunteers:  

All subject to change.

Additional thanks to:

Recognitions

Vera Boggs
Jahaim Bryant
Xiuhao Chen
Yinghua Chen
Georgiana Cheng
Irene Chiang
Xiao Coffee
Catrina Covino
Huan (Ruby) Eng
Eva Fong
Kathie Fong
Qing Gee
Cuiyu Geng
Mike Gibbons
Feng Guo
Steve Hohman
Suzie Horejs
Chanying Huang
Kathy Huang
Wensheng Huang
Elora Irizarry
Gam Irizarry
Lily Janke
Martin King
Christopher Kwan
Laureen Kwan
George Kwan
Feng Laughlin

AFSCME 
Allegheny Technologies Incorporated
Business Volunteers Unlimited (BVU)
Cleveland 3rd District Police Department
Cleveland Chinese Benevolent Association
Cleveland Chinese Women Association
Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Department
Li Wah Chinese Restaurant
Peaks Assoc. Ltd. And Peaks Assoc. No. 1 Ltd.
Steve Leopold
TDY Industries
W. 78th St. Partners
Welch Packaging

Bihe Lei
Chunhua Li
Tina Li
Xiachun Li
Xiaoling Li
Yanyan Li
Meijiao Liang
Mingyu Liang
Yan Liang
Ei Qing Lin
Weixin Lin
Sarah Liu
Elaine Mai

Chris Mitchel
Dan Ni
Skylar Pina
Rohit Shastry
Sasa Sheng
Xiaodong Shi
Sibyl Sin
Spencer Sin
Rita Tang
Ling Wang
Yan Wang
Siyan Wei
Alex Wong

Lisa Wong
Wayne Wong
Caizhen Wu
Yu Yao Wu
Yu Zhen Wu
Ping Xu
Heping Yu
Hui Yu
Renshan Zhao
Huanxiao Zhen

Jeanette Greene
Jeremy Schamp
Joanne Blanchard
John Blazek
John Lemke
Jonathan Bundy
Julia Chen
Justin Williams
Karma Abboud
Kathie Fong
Kayli Rego
Kyle Barnard
Lalaya Wright
Linda Robinson
Mari Nalls
Marianne Glazer
Mark Horning
Mary Veasey
Melannie Williams
Mercedez Hathcock
Mia Zaebst
Michael Powell
Michael Stafford
Mike Hoffman

Mindy Hayes
Natalia Jamison
Nicolle Harris
Phil Zhang
Pia Hoffman
Piper Brooks
Ramarao Appana
Rebekah Livingston
Robert Morris
SaNora Sims
Sarah Allam
Seamus Leahy
Shanice “NeNe” Winston
Sharon Collins
Sherri Hassz
Shirley Hemminger
Steven Hohman
Suflei Yang
Thao Nguyen
Theresa Neuhoff
Tony Louie
Wanda Finley
Zhanda Chen
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Special Guest Emcees

Lead MC Wayne Wong is the Chief of the Thermal Energy Conversion Branch, 
Power Division, at the NASA Glenn Research Center where he is helping to develop 
high-efficiency space power systems and was awarded the NASA Exceptional 
Achievement Medal for his work.  He is the recipient of the Asian American 
Engineer of the Year Award.   Wayne is also an artist, actor, and scriptwriter, having 
pursued comic book illustration in the past and more recently wrote and acted in 
several films including a short film he produced and directed through his company 
Red Dragon Media.  He is the OCA Asian Pacific American Advocates, Greater 
Cleveland Chapter V.P. of Administration, and leads the OCA Dragon Dance Team.  
Having grown up in AsiaTown, Wayne enthusiastically volunteers his time and 
energy to further the goals of the Cleveland Asian Festival as Executive Committee 
member, Performance Chair, and Lead MC.

Wayne Wong

Gabriel Kramer
Gabriel Kramer is a reporter for Ideastream Public Media – Northeast Ohio’s 
NPR and PBS stations. His news coverage ranges from politics to business, but he 
primarily works on a race, equity and inclusion beat. Kramer is a proud Filipino 
American born and raised in Medina, Ohio with a strong passion for media 
representation. He produced a documentary that aired nationally on PBS stations 
that showcased the 87th Annual Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards, a Cleveland-based 
literary prize awarded to authors around the country who dedicate their craft to 
issues of racism and diversity. Kramer graduated from Kent State University in 
2014 where he served as the first racial minority general manager of TV2, Kent 
State’s student-run TV station. He is an active member of the Asian American 
Journalists Association and is the current president of the Filipino American 
National Historical Society’s Ohio Chapter.

Lynna Lai
Lynna Lai joined 3News in April 2012, and anchors the weekday editions of 
3News at 5 p.m. and the Sunday edition of 3News at 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. She 
is also the Weekend Evening Managing Editor and is an investigative reporter 
on the 3News Investigates team. Lynna brings to the job her broadcasting 
experience in major markets across the country. Recognized for her energetic 
personality and storytelling abilities, Lynna has won 5 Emmy Awards for Best 
Spot News Reporting, and for her anchoring and reporting roles on 3News, 
along with earning an Emmy nomination for her investigative reporting. She has 
also received two Associated Press awards for Best News Writing and Feature 
Reporting. Lynna has been a supporter of the Cleveland Asian Festival and guest 
EmCee for many years. Contact Lynna Lai at llai@wkyc.com and follow her on 
Facebook, X and Instagram.

Following the success of 2017’s Cleveland Asian Festival K-Pop Cover Dance 
competition, and the 2018 Asian Pop Cover Dance competition, the community 
has called for its return. Dancers from throughout the region submitted video dance 
entries in the categories of Bollywood, C-Pop, J-Pop, K-Pop, and Nepali Pop.  

The A-Pop finalists will compete live in Round 3 on Saturday May 18, 4:45pm at the 
Jack (Raised) Stage.  Prizes at stake are 1st Place = $1000, 2nd = $500, 3rd = $250. 
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NOTE: All subject to change without notice

Asian Food Court &
Food Truck Lane
Presented by Cleveland Dept. of Public 
Utilities

World Marketplace

Exhibitors List

E Asia Food Co.
T3 Blasian Fusion
T8 Bubble Time Mobile Kitchen
T2 Dr. Hibachi Food Truck.
20, 21 Eastland Food Corporation
19 Emo Friend Boba Tea 
O Fat Bee Cafe
T7 GREATKUP COFFEE
N Himalayan Restaurant
J Ice or Rice Cafe
12.13 Khaao Macha Indian Fusion Food Truck 
M King Wah Restaurant 
T6 Kona Ice of Westlake
L Li Wah Restaurant
P MAKI HOUSE BBQ
Q Mooncat Boba Cafe
T5 Ono TuroTuro
A Pad Thai & Mi
C-D Parilya 
I Pho Sunshine Vietnamese Restaurant
R Red Bean Bakes
T9 Shiba Teriyaki
F Siam Cafe
B Superior Pho Inc.
T1 Thai It Up Food Truck
S The Honeypot
X Tita Flora’s
H 朱师傅烧烤 - Zhu Shi Fu BBQ

Presented by AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland

 Health Pavilion (Free Screening) 

World Marketplace (cont’d)

Indoor Exhibitors

Exhibitors List (Cont’d)

ASIA-International Community Health Center
 First Aid
 Mammogram Van from Taussig Cancer 
   Center (Sat.)
 Vaccine Clinic 
Cuyahoga County Division of Senior and Adult 
 Services
Philippine Nurses Association of Ohio
 Hands-Only CPR
SummaCare
Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD)
Margaret W. Wong & Associates LLC
FreshWater Cleveland
Cleveland Go Club
DJ Rox (Sat. 11-5 p.m.)
Threads of Hope

Sustainability Stations
Presented by Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District

K Green Team Bin Station I
107 Green Team Bin Station II
Z Green Team Bin Station III

66 8 Lucky Forests
Y A Sprinkle of Seoul
81 AFS-USA - International Student 
  Exchange
W Akron Henna Art
96 All American Gutter Protection
54, 55 Ashwini’s Krafts N Creations
82 Asian Adoptee Summer Camp
89 Asian and Pacific Islander Arts Council 
  of Ohio
86 Asian Services In Action
45, 46 B&B Creative Designs 
92 Bath Experts - Jacuzzi Bath Remodel

101 Bath Fitter 
47, 48 Blue Crimson Anime Junction 
37, 38 Catari 
59, 60 Causay Crafts
88 Chinese Academy of Cleveland (CAoC)
16 Cleveland Cavaliers 
14, 15 Cleveland Chinese Christian Church
40 Cleveland Dragon Boat Association
10 Cleveland Guardians
4 Cleveland Institute of Art
95 Cleveland Lead Advocates for Safe 
  Housing
5 Cleveland Metroparks
109 Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
22 Cleveland Play House 
8 Cleveland Public Library
28 Cleveland Public Power
30 Cleveland Water 
31 Cleveland Water Buggy
29 Cleveland Water Pollution
V College Now Greater Cleveland
71 Customize Name
110 Cuyahoga County Board of 
  Developmental Disabilities
61 Cuyahoga Job and Family Services
Z4 Destination Cleveland
90 Destiny’s Blessings 
108 Epilepsy Association
65 FBI Cleveland 
9 First Federal Lakewood
3 First National Bank of PA
T Fuego Fermentations 
42, 43 Gamer’s Lair
114 Glitter Girlz Nation 
84 Global Ambassadors Language Academy 
  (GALA)
33 GMC of Mansfield
68 gulabi gota LLC
78 Head Art Works L.L.C 
58 Henna by Varsha 
1 Information Booth
102 International Federation Of Trekkers 
24 JACK Entertainment
39 Jaioriginals 
94 Joyce Windows, Sunrooms & Baths
74 Kay-Em Apparel
23 KeyBank
41 Kimono Kitsune
49 Langille Crafts
98 Lead Safe Resource Center
105 LeafFilter Gutter Protection
104 LeafHome Water Solutions
50 Lilla Rose HairAccessories
1 Lost & Found
80 Lucky’s Charms and Supplies 
32 Mazda of Wooster

70 Mel’s Crafts
18 MetroHealth
7 MidTown Cleveland
72 Morgan Conservatory
35 MotivAsians for Cleveland
100 Mr. Roof
51 My Turquoise Kitten 
83 Name-on-Rice Jewelry 
85 National Kidney Foundation Serving 
  Northern Ohio
56, 57 Native crafts 
73 Natural Green
99 NRG
25 OCA Greater Cleveland - Asian 
  Pacific American 
  Advocates
93 Ohio State Waterproofing
113 Otaku Haven
52, 53 Patsiam
62, 63 Peace and Love 
75 Photos By Michael U
17 PNC
112 PRE4CLE
2 Progressive Insurance
91 Renewal by Andersen 
44 Rocket E3
6 Rust Belt Riders Composting
79 SAFY
64 Shaolin Kung Fu Institute 
87 Shiseido 
26 St. Clair Superior Development 
  Corporation
97 Starting Point
111 Sweet Freeze Candy

34 SweetNSpicy Media X Lunar Underground
11 T-Mobile USA Inc.
76 Thao Nguyen
27 ThisIsCLE
106 Universal Windows Direct
67 Vanilla Star Café
77 Vinyl record art
1 Volunteer Check-In
103 Window/Bath Depot
36 Youth For Understanding
69 Yulin International company
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Additional Attractions

Experience the thrill of competition at this year’s Cleveland 
Asian Festival with our exciting new version of a Trivia 
Game Show! Put your knowledge of Asian American 
history, Asian culture and much more to the test as you 
team up with friends or family for a chance to win amazing 
prizes! 

Not up for competing? No problem! Sit back and enjoy 
the spectacle as other festival-goers display their vast 
knowledge and quick thinking on stage. The electric 
atmosphere and engaging questions promise a captivating 
experience for all attendees. 

Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to have fun, 
learn, and showcase your expertise at the Cleveland Asian 
Festival

CAF TRIVIA

The Cleveland Asian Festival always features the best 
and most authentic Asian and Pacific Islander cuisine 
in the region. This year we’re putting our festival chefs 
to the test with a “best dish” contest. We have some 
special guest judges to break down the creative dishes, 
but the contest winners will be decided by you and the 
thousands of others at the festival with a fan vote. 

Cleveland Asian Festival Food Award



Welcome to AsiaTown!
AsiaTown is a vibrant business and dining 
district, residential home, and regional cultural 
hub for Asians, Asian Americans, Pacific 
Islanders, and other immigrant communities. 
Located in the heart of Cleveland, AsiaTown 
offers unparalleled views of Downtown and 
Lake Erie. This neighborhood contains Asian 
grocery stores, gift shops, beauty salons, as 
well as diverse dining options, from Cantonese 
dim sum and Vietnamese pho to Korean bbq 
and Szechuan hot pot. Walk the neighborhood 
to see murals, painted zodiac sculptures, 
and more. Cap off an evening with a private 
karaoke room at Galaxy KTV, a dance class 
at Viva Dance Studio, or an open mic night at 
Negative Space Gallery. For current events and 
more, visit asiatowncleveland.org.

HOW TO GET HERE: AsiaTown is on the RTA 9, 
3, and 1 bus routes and walking distance from 
the HealthLine. From I-90, AsiaTown is directly 
off Exit 173C (Superior Avenue).  

ASIATOWNCLEVELAND.ORG

VISITOR’S GUIDE
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ASIA FOOD COMPANY  
1541 E. 38th Street | (216) 621-1681

GOOD HARVEST FOODS MARKET 
3038 Payne Avenue | (216) 861-8018

KIM’S ORIENTAL FOOD  
3700 Superior Avenue | (216) 391-5485

PARK TO SHOP 
1580 E. 30th Street | (216) 781-3383

TINK HOLL FOOD MARKET 
1735 E. 36th Street | (216) 881-6996

GROCERY

6

8

7

9

10

STERLING RECREATION CENTER 
1380 E. 32nd Street | (216) 664-2573

ASIAN SERVICES IN ACTION, INC. 
3631 Perkins Ave, Suite 2AW | (216) 881-0330

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CENTER (ICHC) 
2999 Payne Avenue | (216) 361-1223

ZYGOTE PRESS 
1410 E. 30th Street | (216) 621-2900

ASIA PLAZA 
2999 Payne Avenue | Shopping center

ASIAN TOWN CENTER 
3820 Superior Avenue | Shopping center

POINTS OF INTEREST
1

3

2

4

5

@asiatowncleveland        @asiatowncle

This guide was updated in January 2024.
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GREAT WALL KUNG FU | 3820 Superior Avenue #107 | (216) 675-0009
NEGATIVE SPACE GALLERY | 1541 E. 38th Street | (216) 470-6092 

R&R GIFT SHOP | 2999 Payne Avenue #122 | (216) 771-0088
SISTERS GIFT SHOP | 2999 Payne Avenue #120 | (216) 404-5185

STEFANEC BROTHERS BARBER SHOP | 3227 Superior Avenue | (440) 
222-1372 SUN HAIR SALON | 3710 Payne Avenue | (216) 361-9277

TAK YUEN TONG | 2999 Payne Avenue #108 | (216) 781-1838
VIVA DANCE STUDIO | 1541 E. 38th Street | (216) 361-1338

ASIAN MARKETS & GROCERY STORES

ASIA FOOD COMPANY | 1541 E. 38th Street | (216) 621-1681
GOOD HARVEST FOODS MARKET | 3038 Payne Avenue | (216) 861-8018 

KIM’S ORIENTAL FOOD  | 3700 Superior Avenue | (216) 391-5485
PARK TO SHOP | 1580 E. 30th Street | (216) 781-3383

TINK HOLL FOOD MARKET | 1735 E. 36th Street | (216) 881-6996

SERVICES AND MORE

ACE TAXI | 1798 E. 55th Street | (216) 361-4700
ARIEL INTERNATIONAL CENTER | 1163 E. 40th Street #201 | (216) 344-9441 

ERIE CHINESE JOURNAL | 3500 Payne Avenue | (216) 324-2959
MARGARET W WONG & ASSC | 3150 Chester Avenue | (216) 566-9908

MC AUTO SERVICE | 4313 Payne Avenue | (216) 361-1600
LG AUTO REPAIR | 1383 E. 34th Street | 216-881-0772

PAYNE LAUNDROMAT | 3216 Payne Avenue | (216) 515-1516

NORTHEAST OHIO ASIAN MARKETS & GROCERY STORES

ALMADINA IMPORTED FOODS | 11550 Lorain Road | (216) 671-4661
CAM INTERNATIONAL MARKET | 21200 Miles Road | (216) 518-1600

NIPA HUT MARKET | 6775 W. 130th Street | (440) 842-7333 
NEPALI GROCERY STORE | 13859 Lorain Avenue | (216) 496-2176
SOUTH ASIAN GROCERIES | 13712 Lorain Road | (216) 252-2550
RUMI’S MARKET & DELI | 8225 Carnegie Avenue | (216) 229-7864 

SUGARLAND FOOD MART | 5330 Ridge Road | (440) 843-8646

ASIATOWN CLEVELAND 
DIRECTORY

DINING
ALPHA RAMEN | 3701 Payne Avenue | (216)331-5863

BALL BALL WAFFLE | 2999 Payne Avenue #126 | (216) 282-3834
THE BAKE SHOP & CAFE | 3615 Superior Avenue | (216) 505-0782

BO LOONG CHINESE RESTAURANT | 3922 St. Clair Avenue | (216) 391-3113 
HA AHN KOREAN RESTAURANT | 3030 Superior Avenue | (216) 664-1152 

HAN CHINESE KABOB & GRILL | 3710 Payne Avenue | (216) 769-8745 

ICE OR RICE CAFE| 3713 Payne Avenue |  (216) 999-7388
KOKO BAKERY | 3710 Payne Avenue |  (216) 881-7600

KOREA HOUSE | 3700 Superior Avenue | (216) 431-0462
LI WAH | 2999 Payne Avenue #102 | (216) 696-6556

LJ SHANGHAI | 3142 Superior Avenue | (216) 400-6936
MANGO MANGO | 3133 Payne Avenue | (216) 417-8833

MAP OF THAILAND  | 3710 Payne Avenue | (216) 361-2220
MIEGA KOREAN BBQ | 3820 Superior Avenue | (216) 432-9200

NUMBER ONE PHO | 3120 Superior Avenue | (216) 781-1176
PHO LEE’S VIETNAMESE | 1541  E. 38th Street | (216) 273-7093

PHO SUNSHINE | 2999 Payne Avenue #145 | (216) 515-1111
SIAM CAFÉ  | 3951 St. Clair Avenue | (216) 361-2323

SICHUAN HOT POT | 2162 Rockwell Avenue| (216) 523-1188
SUPERIOR PHO | 3030 Superior Avenue | (216) 781-7462

SUPERIOR RESTAURANT  | 3000 Superior Avenue | (216) 621-5899 
SZECHUAN GOURMET | 1735 E. 36th Street | (216) 881-9688

WEN’S KITCHEN | 3030 Superior Avenue | (216) 204-4859
WONTON GOURMET | 3211 Payne Avenue | (216) 875-7000

YONDER BRUNCH & VIBES | 3859 Superior Avenue | (216) 465-3046
Yi ER CHUAN HOT POT | 3709 Payne Avenue | Open soon

YY TIME | 3004 Payne Avenue | (216) 291-7533

SHOPPING, SALONS, & ENTERTAINMENT
A9 HAIR SALON | 3240 Superior Avenue | (216) 526-8094 

ANNA BEAUTY CENTER | 3101 Superior Avenue | (216) 574-2288
ASIA PLAZA PHARMACY | 2999 Payne Avenue #130 | (216) 862-9688 

BANYON JEWELRY | 2999 Payne Avenue | (216) 737-0808
BEAUTY 4 U | 3425 Payne Avenue | (216) 432-0715

BLING GODDESS NAILS| 3030 Superior Avenue | (216) 246-6507
 CLEVELAND AIKIKAI | 3820 Superior Avenue | (216) 369-9292

FLOWER CITY GIFT SHOP | 2999 Payne Avenue #124 | (216) 696-6628 
GALAXY KTV KARAOKE | 1593 E. 30th Street | (216) 203-2222

For more information and recommendations, 
visit www.asiatowncleveland.org
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EXPLORE YOUR
CREATIVITY

A world-class college of art and 
design, right here in Cleveland. 

Offering exhibitions of regional  
and national artists. Classic and 
international films. And classes for 
adults and young artists.

Visit our University Circle campus, 
and explore your creativity!

cia.edu
216.421.7000
11610 Euclid Avenue
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This is a national celebration established in 1977 with the participation of civil rights 
organizations such as the Japanese American Citizens League and Organization of 
Chinese Americans.

May is Asian Pacific American (APA) Heritage Month—a celebration of Asians and 
Pacific Islanders in the United States. Much like Black History and Women’s History 
celebrations, APA Heritage Month originated in a congressional bill.

Congressional Bills Establish Celebration 
In June 1977, Representatives Frank Horton of New York and Norman Y. Mineta of 
California introduced a House resolution that called upon the president to proclaim 
the first ten days of May as Asian/Pacific Heritage Week. The following month, 
senators Daniel Inouye and Spark Matsunaga introduced a similar bill in the Senate. 
Both were passed.

On October 5, 1978, President Jimmy Carter signed a Joint 
Resolution designating the annual celebration.

APA Becomes Month-long Celebration 
In May 1990, the holiday was expanded further when 
President George H. W. Bush designated May to be Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month. May was chosen to 
commemorate the immigration of the first Japanese to the 
United States on May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary 

of the completion of the transcontinental railroad on May 10, 
1869. The majority of the workers who laid the tracks were 
Chinese immigrants.

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month is celebrated with 
community festivals, government-sponsored activities, and 
educational activities for students. This year’s theme is “Lighting 
the Past, Present, and Future.”

Asian-American History: 
From Chinese laborers in the 1800s to millions of U.S. citizens today 
by David Johnson

When they first arrived in the United States, Asian (usually Chinese) immigrants were 
welcomed, or at least tolerated. After the California gold rush brought thousands 
of Chinese to California, however, Asian immigrants faced restrictive laws and 
occasional violence.

In the late 1800s Chinese, and eventually other Asians, were excluded from 
citizenship. These laws were repealed during World War II, followed by further 
immigration-law changes, making it easier for Asians to enter the United States.

Today, Asian immigrants have a high rate of assimilation and participation in the 
American mosaic.

Origins of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
Gold Rush Boom 
The Chinese were the first Asians to arrive in 
large numbers. By the 1830s Chinese were 
selling goods in New York City and toiling in 
Hawaiian sugarcane fields.

Gold was discovered in California in 1848, 
eventually attracting thousands of Chinese 
miners and contract laborers. In 1850, just over 
1,000 Asian immigrants entered the U.S., but 
ten years later, the figure had jumped to nearly 
37,000, mostly Chinese.

Violent Protests 
In some quarters, Chinese workers 
were welcomed. The Central Pacific 
Railroad recruited Chinese to work on the 
transcontinental railroad in 1865. Three years 
later the Chinese and the U.S. ratified the 
Burlingame Treaty which facilitated Chinese 
immigration.

However, many people feared being 
“overwhelmed” by the influx, which had 

swelled to nearly 65,000 in 1870, and over 107,000 in 1880. Some cities passed laws 
against Chinese and other Asians, often referred to as “Mongolians.” Anti-Chinese 
riots erupted in Chico, California, in 1877 and in Rock Springs, Wyoming, in 1885.

Japanese Arrive 
Meanwhile, increasing contact with 
Japan prompted Japanese to move 
to Hawaii and California to work in 
agriculture. In 1869 the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Colony was established 
in California.

Contact with the Philippines 
In 1899, following the Spanish-
American War, the Philippines came 
under U.S. control, prompting 
increased immigration. In 1902 the pensionado program, which allowed Filipinos to 
study in the U.S., was implemented.

Because most Filipinos are Roman Catholic, their integration into American life was 
somewhat easier than for other Asians. Though Filipinos faced the same prejudices as 
Chinese and Japanese laborers (as described in Carlos Bulosan’s book America is in 
the Heart), Filipinos arrived with English skills, making assimilation easier.

Origins of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
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Japanese Internment 
During World War II, more than 100,000 Americans of Japanese 
ancestry were placed in internment camps. Even though many 
did not speak Japanese or have close ties to Japan, they were 
nonetheless regarded as wartime threats. Although the U.S. was 
also at war with Germany and Italy, Americans with ancestors 
from those countries did not face internment.

In 1988 Congress passed a measure giving $20,000 to Japanese 
Americans who had been interned during the war. President 
George H.W. Bush signed it the following year.

Increasing Numbers 
Although Asian immigration increased steadily 
through much of the 20th century, the region still 
contributed fewer newcomers than Europe, Latin 
America, and North America.

The McCarran-Walter Act of 1952 eliminated race as 
a barrier to immigration, and in 1965 national quotas 
were ended, thus facilitating Asian immigration.

A More Diverse Group 
In 1979 the United States and China resumed diplomatic 
relations, making immigration easier for Chinese. But, 
new arrivals came from other Asian countries as well, 
including India and Pakistan. And in 1975 following the 
Vietnam War, more than 130,000 refugees fleeing from 
the Communist governments of Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Laos arrived on U.S. shores. Million of Asians arrived 
in subsequent years.

Origins of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

WWW.HAZEL8.COM               
WWW.COLLEGECLUBCLE.COM     

WWW.CIRCLE118.COM   
         

CALL: 216.862.4341     
TEXT: 216.704.3440

LEASING@CIRCLE118.COM
LEASING@HAZEL8.COM            

LEASING@COLLEGECLUBCLE.COM

Modern 1 & 2 bedroom apartment homes conveniently located in University Circle and Cleveland Heights near
Cleveland Institute of Music, CWRU, 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, University Hospitals, Cleveland Clinic, and Severance Hall. 
Our apartments feature private attached garages and entrances, balconies/ private patios, in-suite washer/ dryer,

stainless steel appliances, 
tiled bathrooms, and hardwood floors.  

Jiayi Z - resident 8/26/2022 to 2/29/2024

The College Club is a high-
quality, beautiful building in a
perfect location just minutes
from work (University
Hospitals), school (Case
Western Reserve University),
stores, and much more. The
short walk to Little Italy has
made a remarkable impact on
my new life in Cleveland. I have
greatly enjoyed my two years
living here! 
 

Evi M. - resident 5/1/2022 to present

Hazel8, Circle118 & College Club
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Congratulations to Cleveland Asian Festival
bringing the AsiaTown community together!

HELPING COMMUNITIES DRIVE

CHANGE

Doing our part to build 
strong, supportive and 
inclusive places to live 
and work.

MEMBER FDIC

fnb-online.com  |  1-800-555-5455



Auto insurance is provided and serviced by Progressive Casualty Ins. Co. & its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH, and in Texas by Progressive 
County Mutual Ins. Co., Austin, TX. Home and renters policies are provided and serviced by Progressive’s affiliates, American Strategic 
Insurance Corp. & its affiliates, St. Petersburg, FL, and in Texas by ASI Lloyds, Dallas, TX. 24A00251 (04/24)

PROTECTION AT HOME,
AND ON THE ROAD
Discover all the benefits of bundling:
• Single deductible
• Great coverage

Find out more about Progressive coverages by contacting us 
directly or reaching out to one of our local independent agents.

progressive.com

• Reliable service
• Generous discounts
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Get the most out of your camera. 
Enroll today for one of our classes! 

• Fundamentals of Good Photography

• Introduction to Photoshop  
Photo Editing

• Intermediate Photoshop Editing

• Lightroom Classic CC

Cleveland Photographic Society
www.clevelandphoto.org

Need help with photography for a non-profit event? We may be able to assist! 
For more information, please contact us at communityservice@clevelandphoto.org

A strong community makes all 
the difference.
Bringing the community together helps all of us move forward.  At PNC we are proud to 
support the Cleveland Asian Festival that helps to strengthen the place we call home.

©2024 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 1221-018-1951005



如何获取帮助 拨 打热线  拨ADAMHS 拨委员 会为  拨FrontLine 拨Service 拨运营 的 拨24 拨
小时 自杀预 防、心理健康/成瘾 危机、信息与转心介热线  拨988 拨提供资 金

Need Support Now?

If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, 
help is available. Call 988.

988 offers 24/7 access to trained crisis counselors who can 
help individuals experiencing mental health-related distress.  

That could be:
• Thoughts of suicide
• Mental health or substance use crisis, or
• Any other kind of emotional distress
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WAS YOUR CLEVELAND HOME BUILT PRE1978? 

THE COALITION CAN HELP YOUR FAMILY 
AVOID THE LIFELONG EFFECTS OF LEAD 
POISONING.

Our Lead Safe Resource Center offers 
information for tenants, property owners, 
and parents, including financial assistance 
and no-cost training classes. 

CHILDHOOD
LEAD POISONING
IS 100% PREVENTABLE

TO GET STARTED,
CONTACT: 833601LEAD (5323)        LEADSAFECLE.ORG

©2024 KeyCorp. KeyBank Member FDIC. 
221108-1326908-1271618293

We believe that together we can keep our communities full of hope, 

compassion, and opportunity. KeyBank thanks the Cleveland Asian Festival for 

making a difference.

one open door can open doors 
across a community.



SETTING THE STAGE

We believe that all Cleveland youth should have 

access to high-quality arts education. Through 

the generosity of our donors, we have invested 

more than $12.6 million since 2016 to scale up 

neighborhood-based programs that serve 

thousands of youth year-round in music, dance, 

theater, photography, literary arts and curatorial 

mastery. That’s setting the stage for success. Find 

your passion, and partner with the Cleveland 

Foundation to make your greatest charitable 

impact. 

(877) 554-5054 
www.ClevelandFoundation.org/Success

for Successfor Success

Tri-C Creative Arts Dance Academy


